Ash Wednesday Service
Order of Worship
February 14, 2018
Gathering & Prelude
* Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
God’s mercy endures for ever.
Opening Prayer
*Hymn

Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior

Old Testament Lesson
Psalter Lesson
Scripture Lesson
Message

♪ UMH 351

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Psalm 51:1-17
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

It’s time to remember and return Rev. Yang

Invitation to the observance of Lenten discipline
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:
The early Christians observed with great devotion the
days of our Lord’s passion and resurrection, and it
became the custom of the Church that before the Easter
celebration there should be a forty-day season of spiritual
preparation. During this season, converts to the faith
were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a time when
persons who had committed serious sins and had
separated themselves from the community of faith were
reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to
participation in the life of the Church. In this way, the
whole congregation was reminded of the mercy and
forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ and
the need we all have to renew our faith.
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to
observe a holy Lent: by self-examination and repentance;
by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and

meditating on God’s Holy Word. To make a right
beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal
nature, let us now bow before our Creator and Redeemer.

Thanksgiving over the ashes
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of
the earth. Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of
our mortality and penitence, so that we may remember
that only by your gracious gift are we given everlasting
life; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Imposition of Ashes
Confession and Pardon
UMH 892
May the almighty and merciful God, who desires not
the death of a sinner but that we turn from wickedness
and live, accept your repentance, forgive your sins, and
restore you by the Holy Spirit to newness of life.
Amen.
* Hymn

Lord, I Want to Be a Christian

♪ UMH 402

* Dismissal and Blessing
Postlude
* Please stand, as you are able.

The Ashes we use this night are a sign of repentance - of our
sorrow and grief concerning our sin. The ashes used this evening
have been mixed with the Sacred Oil of Anointing, oil made from
Frankincense and Myrrh. During the service, at the time of the
Imposition of Ashes, feel free to come forward as you feel led by
the Spirit. There will be no ushers to escort you unless you
indicate that you need physical assistance. You are welcome to
remain at the chancel rail as long as you wish for private prayer
during this time. Tonight is about beginning the journey, and
sometimes, extra preparation is needed.

Holy Week Services:
Maundy Thursday Communion Service
Thursday, March 29, 7:00 pm
Good Friday Passion Service
Friday, March 30, 7:00 pm
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